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| This Beginning of. Miracles did I 
sus in Cana Galilee, and mani: 


Fe forth bit Glory; and bis | 
Diſciples believed on him. = 
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Have more than once had Occaſion to 
bobſerve, that the chief End St. 7h © | 
had in View, when he wrote his Goſ- 
peel, was to prove the Divinity of ß 
} Jeſus Chriſt, (that Word, who not only» | 
was from everlaſting with God, but 'alſo * 7 
I was really God bleſſed for evermore) 2 
I gainſt thoſe Arch-Hereticks Ebion and Cos 
I r7anthus, whoſe damnable and pernicious 
Principles too many follow in theſe laſt . 
Days. Por this Purpoſe you may take 
Notice, that he is more particular than a- 
ny other Evangeliſt, in relating our Lord's Þ 
divine Diſcourſes, as alſo his glorious Mi- 
racles which he wrought, not by a.Power 
derived from another, like Moſes and other 
Prophets, dut from a Power inherent in 
himſelf, as he was really and eſſentiall / 
IGM. The Words of the Text have a Re- 
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Chrilt performed, aud thereby gave Proof / 
ok his eternal Power and Godhead. bt 
EF Beginning of Miracles did Jeſus in Cana _— 
4 = Galilee, and ſhewed forth his Glory; ; and his 
= Diſciples belizved on him. 

The Miracle here. ſpoken of is that of 
out Lord's turning Water into Wine at a 
Marria: bat t deſign at-preſent' "(by 

God's Help) to make ſome Obſervations - 
on the Circumſtances and Certainty of the 
E Miracle, and then conclude with ſome prac- 
= tical Inſtructions, that you, by hearing how {| * 
= Jeſus Chriſt has ſhewed forth his Glory, |. 
may, by the Operation of God's Spitit upon 
= your Hearts, with the Diſciples mention- 
= Lk in the Text, be brought to believe on 
I. . 
- Hirſt, then, T would make ſome Obſerva- 
tions on the Miracle itſelf. + 
| Verſe i. and 2. Aud the third Day there 
bf a Marriage im Cana of Galilee ; and the 
m_— Mother of Jeſus was there. And both Jeſus 
WE was called, and his Diſciples, to the Marriage. 
By out Lord's being at a Feaſt we may 
learn, that feaſting upon ſolemn Occaſions 
is not abſolutely unlawful; but then we 
muſt be exceeding careful at ſuch Seaſons, 
= that the Occaſion be ſolemn, and that we 
bs not for the Sake of Eating and Drigk- 
1 85 but to Ld one another i in Fake 
5 | cane 
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gther Manner, I think abſolutely unlawful W 
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""Fealtin upon otner "Accounts, and in "AY 


+ for the Followers of Jeſus Chrift, becanſe, 
if we eat and drink out of, any other View, \ 
it cannot be to the Glory-.ot God. The 
Son of. Man, we know, came eating and 
drinking. Ik a Phari ſee asked him to come 
to his Houſe, our Lord went, and ſat ⁶ 
down with him; but then we find his Diſ- *N 
- . courſe was always ſuch as tended to the 
- Uſe of edifying. We may then, no doubt, 
go and do likeways ; but for Perſons Vr 5 
call themſelves Chriſtians, eſpecially 
. of Chriſt, to. go at certain Fellirals, 
(as I know is the Cuſtom even of ſome re- 
ligious Societies, and their Lecturers) only 
to eat and drink, and after that riſe up co 
play, is ſo far from being a Chriſtian, Nu= 
ty, that I am perſuaded it is as rea (it nor 
ſo great) Idolutry, as the Children of Hael, „ 
were guilty of when they did / and dau- | 
ced round, the golden Calt. 'Y 
N 
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We may obſerve further, that if our 
Lord was preſent at the Marriage-Feaſt, 
then, to deny Marriage to any Order 
. of Men, is certainly a Doctrine of Devils, 
No, Marriage, /ſays the Apoſtle, is Honour 1 
able in all. Our Lord graced the Mar- 
riage ; Feaſt with his rt publick Miracles # 
+ It was an Inſtitution of God himſelf, even 
in 0 Paradis and therefore, no doubt; jaws 
„ 8 , to 


I. 


WH Feat for all Chriſtians," even. "for thoſe - wx 
ate made perfect in Holineſs thro the Faitngn 
& Jeſus Chriſt! - But then we may learn the 


Reaſon why we have ſo many unhappy 


; Marriages in the World; it is becauſe the 
Parties concerned do not call Jeſus Chriſt by 
Prayer, nor ask the Advice of his true Diſ- 


| Cciples, when they are about to matry. No, 
| * Chriſt and Religion are the laſt Things 


that are conſalted ; and no Wonder then, if, 


Matches of the Devil's making (as all ſuch 


are, which are contracted only on account 
of outward Beauty, or for filthy Lucre's 
| Sake) prove moſt miſerable, and e 


to be born. 
Aud I cannot but dwell a rte on this 


Particular, becauſe I am ' perſuaded the 
Devil cannot lay a greater Snare for young 


Chriſtians, than to tempt them unequally 
to yoke themſelves with Unbelievers, as are 


all who arg not born again of God. This 
| was the Snare wherein the Sons of God 
Gl : were entangled before the Flood, and one 
= great Cauſe why God+brought that Flood. 


upon the World. For what ſays Moſes, Ge- 


nelis vi. 2, 3. The Sons of God, that is, the 

| Poſterity of pious Seth, ſaw the Daughter: 

ef Men, that is, of the Poſterity of wicked 

WF Cai, that they were fair, not that they were 
bpious, and they took them Hives of all which + 


| Hi 1 9 98 5 not t which God choſe ig them. 
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| And what 2 $6. 2. nd the Lord ſaid, My 
. Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, for- 
that he alſo is Fleſh, that is, even the few 
righteous Souls being now grown carnal by 
their ungodly Marriages, the whole World 
was altogether become abominable,' and 
had made themſelves Veſſels of Wrath fit- 
ted for Deſtruction. I might inſtance fur-- 
ther, the Care the ancient Patriarchs took © 
to chuſe Wives for their Children out of 
their own religious Families, and how it 
was one great Mark of Eſau's Rebellion a- 
ainſt his Father, that he took unto him- 
Af Wives of the Daughters of the Canaan- | 
_ tres, who were Strangers to the Covenant of {| 
Promiſe made unto his Fathers; but I for 
bear, Time will not permit me to enlarge 
here; let it ſnffice to adviſe. all, whenever 
they enter into a Marriage- State, to imi- 
tate the People of Cana im Galilee, to cal! 
Chriſt to the Marriage. He cersggnly will! 
hear, and chuſe for you, and you will al- 
ways find his Choice to be the beſt; he I 
then will direct you to ſuch Yoke-Fellows _ | 
as ſhall be Helps meet for you in the great 
Work of your Salvation, and then he will. 
alſo enable you to ſerve him without Bi- 
. ſtraction, and cauſe you to walk, as Zacha- Mt 
IJ and Eliſabeth, in all his Commandments 
Ia Qcdinances blameleſs. 7 
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But to proceed, who theſe Perſons weis 
= that called our Lord and his Diſciples to 

the Marriage, is not certain. Some (be- 
F cauſe it is faid that the Mother of Jeſus 
& was there) have ſuppoſed: that they were 
| | related to the bleſſed Virgin, and that there- 
fore our Lord and his Diſciples were invit- 
ed on her Account. However that be, it 
” ſhould ſeem they were not very rich, (far 
what had rich Folks to do with à deſpiſed 
Jeſus of Nazareth, and his mean Follow- 
ers ? ) becauſe we find they were unfurniſh* - 
== cd with a ſufficient Quantity of Wine for 
=. alarge Company, and therefore, when they 
wanted Wine, Verſe 3. the Mother of. Jeſus, 
—__ ' having, as it ſhould: ſeem by her applying 
to him {0-readily on this Occaſion, even in 
his private Lite, ſeen ſome Inſtances of his 
miraculous Power, ſaith unto him, They have 
it ao Wine. She thought it ſufficient only to 
& inform mn of rhe, Wants of the Hoſt; 
knowing that he Was as ready to give as 
me to ask. In this Eight the bleſſed Vir- 
- gigs Requeſt appears to us at the firſt 
View; but if weiexamine our Lord's An- 
ſwer, we ſhall have Reaſon to think there 
was ſomething! which was rot right; for 
WA + Jeſus ſaith unto her, Verſe 4. Woman, what 
WR Save 7 10.40 with thee ? Obſerve, he calls 
ber Woman, not Mother, to ſhew her, 
| hat tho' ſbe was his Mother, as he was 
May, 
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Man, pet, ſhe was his ea n. 28 lie wil \ \ 
5 God. hat abe I to. do with thee? Think 
vou that I. muſt work Miracles at your 
Bidding ? For ſome have thought that the * 1 
holy: Virgin ſpoke as tho ſhe had an Au- 
thority over Him, which was a proud Mo- 
tion; and our Lord therefore checks her 
for it. And if Jeſus Chriſt would not turn 
a little Water into Wine, whilſt he was 
here on Earth, at her Command. How: ido- 
latrous is that”; Church, and how jaſtly do 
we ſeparate from her, which preſcribes 
Forms; wherein the Virgin iss deſired to 
coftimand her Son £0 have Compaſſion on 
us Liege Nn ach zd nit out: 
But, notwirhſtanding the holg Wg, A 
was blameable in this Reſpect, yet. nus 
hath here in led Rich and Poor an Example; 
which. it is your Duty to follow. You that 
are rich, and live in ceiled Houſes; learn of 
her to go into the Cottages of: the Poor. 
Your Lord was not above it, And at he 
mould you?, And when you do viſiæx 
them; like the. Virgin-Mother,| examine 
their Wants; and when you ſee they. are 9985 j 
no Wine, Fand are ready to periſh with © 
Hunger; ſhut not up your Bowels of Come 5 
paſſion, . but. bleſs the Lord for putting it 
into your Power to adminiſter to theilt 
| Neccflities. Believe me, ſuch Viſits Raves 
do you enz you: 2 900 learn, then to b. 
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-*nough, and to ſpare:; And I am perſuad- 
ed; every: Mite that you beſtow! in feeding 


- 
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thankful that God has given you Bread 8 


and cloathing the naked Di- 
ſeiples of Jeſus Chriſt, will afford you more 


Satisfaction at the Hour of Death, and in 
the Day of Judgment, than all the Thou- 
ſiands ſquandred away in Balls and Aſſem- 
blies, and ſuch like Entertainments of the 
Luou chat ate poor in this World's Goods, 
ndnd thereby arc diſabled from helping, yer 
a you may lea 

SE one another.” She could not turn the Wa- 
ter into Wine, but ſhe could intreat her 


rn from the Virgin to pray for 


. 


Son to do it, and ſo may you, and doubt 


not. the Lord's hearing you ; for God has 


choſen the Poor in this World rich in Faith; 


bs and; by your fervent Prayers, you may 
draw down many a Bleſſing on your poor 


Fellow-Creatures Heads. Oh, that I may 


de erer remembred by you befote the 


Throne of our dear Lord Jeſus! But what 


il wall we ſay, Will our Lord intirely diſre- 
WI |. gard this Motion of his Mother? No, tho 


Be check her with, Voman, what haue It 


WE do with bee? Let he intimates, that he 
wh would do as ſhe deſired. by and by. Mine 
Fur, ſays he, is not yet come; as tho he 


had: id, The Wine is almoſt, bur not 


Wie out; When chey are come to an Ex- | 


tremity, 
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& Afiſtance, them will I ſhew forth my Ge. \1 
| 92 N they W it, and a l | 


| * — Sirs, hath our Lord been * MW 
quently pleaſed. to deal with me, and, 1 
doubt not, with many of you alſo. Oſten, 1 
often, When I have found his Preſence as 
_ It were hid from my Soul, and his Com- 
forts well nigh gone, 


Ear to my Req 


Wine! 


Want AN 


him, "complaining that I had no Wine, no 


Vie and Token of his Love, as uſual. 
Sometimes he hab ſeemed to turn a deaf | 
and, as it were, ſaid, ' 3 

What have T t0 do with thee 2: which has 
made nie go ſorrowing all the Day-lotig z * 8 
ſo fooliſh was I, and faichleſs 145076 him; 
for I have always found he loved me not- 
withſtanding, as he did Lazarus, tho he 


ſtayed two Days after he heard he was ſick; 
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1 tans: went unto  ' 


but when my Hour of Extremity has been 


come, and my Will broke; then hath he | | 
| lifted up the Light of his bleſſed Counnte- 


nance afreſh ; - hath ſiewed forth his 


does not immediately ſeem to regard the 


belt 
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him. The holy Virgin we find was nor; 
no, We was aw his; ano was the 


bo 
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Voice of your Prayer, when you cry unto if 


* Glory, and made me aſhamed for disbe- ö | 
- Uering him, who turned my Water into 
Be not then diſcouraged if the Lord 
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TIA 01 


be Bare inc 


Glory: The Circumſtance of the Miracle, 
is very remarkable, Verſe 6. Aud there, 


were ſet fix: Matert Pott of Mater, after the 
Manner o the Purifying: .of- the Jess ntapn- 


ang two or three Firking: apiece, . The, Man- 


ner of this Purifying we have an Account | 
ot in the other Evangeliſts, eſpecially St. I 


= Mark, who informs us, that, the Phariſees, 


and all the / Jeus, except they waſh their, 

Hands oft; eat not; and when they come. 

from the Market, iexcept they waſh, they 
eat not. This was a ſuperſtitious Cuſtom; 


WI but, however, we may learn from it, when 


1 \ 
vo 
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ever we come in from converſing with thoſe” 
that are without, to parity our Hearts by 
ſelt⸗ Examination and Prayer; for Mints, 
hard to go thro the Wee and to be k cept 
unſpotted from it. Md 


Obſerve further, SA | Jeſus ſaith. 
no them, not to his own! Pee Kar, 


unto the Seryants of the Houſe, Who were 
Strangers to the holy Jeſus, and whom the 
Virgin had before charged to do whatſo- 


ever he ſaid unto them; to theſe Jeſus ſaith, 


\ * the Hauen Kort wich ur. 0 Aud they 


\ | | \ | F | 


; oo 
2 eteryal Son of God will ſnewy wth his 


= a. | 
| Filled them to the Brim. And be ſdui u - 


them, Verſe 8. Drau out now, and beat tis 
the Governor of the Era; and tbrygbarevit. 
How our Lord turned the Water intg 
Wine ye are not tolde What have Ne to 
dp wich that 2 Why ſhould we defirs to be 
_ wiſeaboye,what is written? It is ſufficient, | 
for the Maypifeſtation of his glorious Gads _ 
head, thatiwe are aſſured he did do it fer 
y ate told, Verſe 9% 1% Muhen the Ruler: Þ 
cf the, Feaſt had taſted the Water that was, - i 
. wade, Mine, and knew; not whence it was;\ Gj 
the Servants that drew the Water knew). the 
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6 ther Jeſs. ad * 1996 forth b OI 
and Whether you have hot good Reaſon, 
4 like the Diſciples na nen, to be- 
lieve on him. WO W095, 
Thus, my Brethrobd; 1 have ehdeavour- 
ed to make ſome Obſcrvations on the Mi- 
1 15 racle itſelf; but, alas! this is only the out- 
| 3 ward Court thereof, the Vail is yet before 
out Eyes; turn that aſide, aud Wwe ſhall: 
ſee ſuch hidden Myſteries couched under it, 
as will make our Hearts to dance for Joy, 
and fill out Mourhs' "with Praiſe for-ever« 
more. A. anne 
But de 1 bande belp; comvarking” what 
a ſad Inference one of our Maſters of Iſrael, 
in a printed Sermon, has lately drawn 
. from this Commendation of the Bridegroom. 
His Words are theſe. Our bleſſed Sa- 
© yiour came cating and drinking, was pre- 
ſent at Weddings, and other Entertain- 
ments, (tho' 1 hear of his being only at 
bone) nay, at one of them (which I ſup- 
bpoſe is that of which Tam now diſcourſ- 
ing) worked a Miracle to make Wine, 
© when, it is plain, there had been more 
4 drank than was abſolutely neceffary for 
the Support of Nature, and eonſequent- 
ly ſomething had been. indulged te to Plea- 
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= am 1 any ſack 45; byes come loa! \ Y 
the Mauch and Pen of a dignified Clergy- |) 
man of the Chureh of. England. Alas, mo 
is ſhe fallen! or, at leaſt, in what Danger 
muſt her tottering Ark be, when Fa a 
| +hallowed Hands are ſtretched out to-ſup- | 
port it! Well may I bear patiently. to be 1 
- iled a Blaſphemer, and Setter forth of 
ſtrange Docttines, hen my dear Lord ſe- 
Jus is thus traduced; and when thoſe who 

pretend to preach in his Name, urge his 
Exam ple to patronize Licenciouſneſs and il 
Exceſs. It is true, (as I obſerved at tue 
Beginning of this Diſcourſe) our bleſſed 
Saviour did come eating and drinking; 
© he was preſent at a Wedding, and other 
Entertainments; nay, at one of them ü 
© worked a Miracle to make Wine; (you 
| * ſee I have been making ſome Obſerra⸗ by 
5 tions on it) but then it is not plain there 
© had been more Wine drank than was ab». 
* ſolutely neceſſary for the Support of Na- 
ture; much leſs does it appear, that 
* ſomething had been indulged to Pleaſure 
I and Chearfulneſs.” 13 
© | The Governor does indeed 15 men 8 
t i Meu have wel drunken, but it no where ap- 
3 pears that they were the Men. It is to be | 
x ſuppoſed, that the moſt holy and unſpotte Ml 
| 4 


I Lamb of God, who was manifeſted to de- 
in | firoy the Works of the Devil, and who, 
| 5 4 4 


A 


: < f , + ; F 175 : ; 
7 ; 3 N — ka ” 
* AP: . b \ N 
1 f tt 7 1 bs — $ 
* 1 a 4 
/ 1 » : e ” n „ 4 
" * 5 oy "BY f 1 4 
1 ; p A 4 * 
N . L 4 td # : * ** C "IE." 
* - 
- . a , 


- fd 


. 
998 4 
S * and _— * T,- v 
* ns 22 1 * " 
P * N — 7 
N . 
7 
0 
vw 


ME a8) nu VE” | 0 5 * = * {4 7 If s 2 
oben at Pin e Hocke, took: Notice 
ot even the Geſtures of ' thoſe wirn whoin 
he fat at Meat; Is. it to be ſuppoſed, I ſay; 
that our dear Redeemer, whoſe conſtant 
Practice it was to tell People they muſt 
denycthemſelves, and rake up their Crofles* 
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day; who bid his Diſciples take heed leſt 


at any Time their Hearts might be over- 


charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs? 


Can it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a Self: deny: 
ing Jeſus ſhould now turn ſix large Wa- 


tet: Pots of Water into the richeſt] Wine, 
to encourage Exceſs and Drunkenneſs in 


Perſons, Who, according to this Writer, 
has indulged to Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs 
ER already? Had our Lord ſat by, and ſeen 

them indulge, without telling them of it, 
would it not be a Sin? But to inſinuate, 


he not only did this, but alſo turned ſo 


much Water into Wine, to inereaſe that 
Iadulgence, this is making Chriſt a Mi- 
niſter of Sin indeed. What is this but uſing 
him like the Phariſees of old, who called 

him a Glutton, and a Wine-Bibber ? Alas, 


how may we expect our, dear Lord's Ene- 


mies will treat him, when he is thus woun- 
died in the Houſe of his ſeeining Friends! 
Sirs, ik you follow. ſuch Doctrine as this, 
Fou will not be vighteous, but I am perſuad- 


ed you will be wicted over mc. 


% 


But God 4s wh ſhould think ut 


1 7 heed behaved ſo much unlike himſelf in Y 
this Matter; no, he had nobler Ends in | 


View, when, he wrought this Miracle; 


One the Evangeliſt mentions, in the Words 


of the Text, namel), to ſhew forth his Glory, 
or to give 4 Proof of his eternal Fower and 
Godhead. 

Here ſeems to be an Alluſion to che Ap: 2 


pearance of God in the Tabernacle, N 
this ſame Evangeliſt takes Notice of in his 


Hirſt Chapter, where he fays, The Word, 


that 1s, Jeſus Chriſt, was made ab, and 
dwelt, or, (as it is rendred in the Margin) 

zabernacled amongſt us. Our dear Lord. 
tho' very God of very God, and alſo moſt | 


perfect and glorious in himſelf as Man, was 
pleaſed to throw a Veil of Fleſh over this 


his great Glory, when he came to make his 


Soul an Offering for Sin; and that the 
World might know and believe in him, as 


the Saviour of all Men} he performed ma- 
ny Miracles, and this in particular; for 


thus ſpeaks the Evangeliſt, This firſt, &c. 


This then was the chief Defign of out 
Lord's turning the Water into Wine; bu. 


there are more which our Lord may be ſup- 


poſed to have had in View, ſome of which 


I ſha'l proceed to mention. 


Secondly, then, he might do this to re- 
ward the Holt for calling him and his Di- 
C ſeiples 4 


ow 
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s # 


a7 iciples to the Marriage. Jeſus Chriſt will 
not be behind-hand with thoſe that receive 
- him, or his Followers, for his Name's © 

Sake. Thoſe who thus honour him, he 
will honour, A Cup of cold Water given 
in the Name of a Diſciple, ſhall in noways 
loſe its Reward ;+ he will turn Water into 
Wine. Tho' thoſe who abound in Alms- 
Deeds, out of a true Faith in, and Love for 
Jeſus, may ſeem, as it were, to throw their 
Bread upon the Waters, yet they ſhall find 
it again after many Days; for they that 
give to the Poor, out of this Principle, 
tend unto the Lord, and look, whatſoever they 
lay out, it Pall be repaid them again. Even 

| in this Lite, God often orders good Mea- 

= ſure, preſſed down and running over, to be 
returned into his Servants Boſoms. It is 

| the ſame in Spirituals ; to him that hath, 

and improves what he hath, for the Sake 
l F of Chriſt and his Diſciples, hall be given, 

| 

| 

| 

| 


and he ſhall have Abundance. Brethren, 1 
would not boaſt ; but, to my Maſter's Ho- 
nour and free Grace be it ſpoken, I can | 

prove this true by happy Experience. When 

I have conſidered that I am a Child, and 

_ cannot ſpeak, and I have ſeen ſo many of 

_—_ you come out into the Wildernefs to be fed, 

I have often ſaid within myfelf, What can 

1 do with my little Stock of Grace and 

HA (\ Knowledge among ſo great a 1 9 © N 


5 1 — * 


; 5 " 
©; He's at my Lords 9 1 have given 
you to eat of ſuch ſpiritual Food as 1 had, \ 
and, before I have done ſpeaking, have had * 
my Soul richly fed with the Bread which 


cometh down from Heaven. Thus ſhall i 5 
be done to all ſuch who are willing to 


ſpend, and be ſpent for Chriſt or his Diſ⸗ , 
ciples; for there is no one of Perſons 4 
with God. | 


"Thirdly, Our Lord's turning the Water, 


which was poured, out ſo plentifully, into 
Wine, isa Sign of a plentiful pouring out } 
of his Spirit into the Hearts of Believers. | 
»The holy Spirit is in Scripture compared 
. - unto Wine; and therefore the Prophet calls 
us to buy Wine, as well as Milk, that is, | 
the Spirit of Love, which fills and glads . ] 
the Soul, as it were, with new Wine. The 
Apoſtle alludes to this when he bids the 
Epheſſans not to be drunk with Wine, uhere- 
in is Exceſs, but be filled with the Spirit. 


And our Lord ſhews us thus much by, 


chuſi ing Wine, to ſhew forth the Strength 4 


and Refreſhment of his Blood in the bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament, I know theſe Terms.are 


- unintelligible to natural Men; they can no if 
more underſtand me than if I ſpaks to them 
in an unknown Tongue; for they are on- 

; ly to be ſpiritually diſcerned : To you then 
that are ſpiritual do I ſpek ; ro you that 4 
re ks by. Faith, and feel the bleſſed 
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Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt working upon your 


Hearts; you can judge of what I ſay; you 
have already, I am perſuaded, been, as it 
were, filled with new Wine, by the Inſpi- 
ration of his holy Spirit. But alas, you 
have not yet had Half your Portion! 
Theſe are only Earneſts, and, in Compa- 
*riſon, but Shadows of good Things to 
come. Out Lord keeps his beſt Wine tor 
you till the laſt ;, and, tho' you have drunk 
deep of it already, yet he intends to give 
you more: He will not leave you, till he 
has filled you to the Brim, till you are 
ready to cry out, Lord, ſtay thine Hand: 
thy poor Creatures can hold no more! 
Be not ſtraitned in your own Howels, ſince 
Jeſus Chriſt is not ſtraitned in his. Open 
Vour Hearts as wide as ever you will, the 
Spirit of the Loud ſhall fill them. Chriſt 
deals with true Believers as Elijab did with 


the poor Woman, whoſe Oyl increaſed to 


Pay her Husband's Debts; as Jong as ſhe 
brought Pitchers, the Oyl continued; it 


ſels ro contain it. My Brethren, our 
Hearts are like thoſe Pitchers; open them 

freely by Faith, and the Oyl of God's free 
Gitt, the Oyl of Gladnels, the Love of 
' God thro" Chritt, ſhall be continually pours, 
ing in; for Believers are to be filled with 
ell the Fulneſs of God, . 
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Fourthly, 


did not ceaſe till the ceaſed bringing Vel- ' 


* 


1 


* _ Pourthh, i turning Water itt * 
to Wine, and keeping the. beſt until the 
laſt, may ſhew forth the Glory ot the lat- 
ter Days of his Marriage-Feaſt with his 
Church. Great Things God has done al- 
ready, whereat Millions of Saints have re- 
joiced, and do yet rejoice. Great Things 
God is doing now, but yet, my Brethren, 
We ſhall fee greater Things than theſe. Tt 
meet, | right, aud our bounded Duty, to 
give Thanks unto God, even the Father; for 


7 


* 


1 
N 


many righteous Men have defired to fee the 


Things which we ſee, aud have not ſeen them; 
and to hear the Things which we hear, and have 


not heard them. But {till there are more ex- 


cellent Things behind; glorious Things 
age ſpoken of theſe Times, when the Earth 
ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of the Lord, 


as the Waters cover the Sea. There is a ge- 
neral Expectation among the People of 
God, when the Partition-Wall between 


Jeu and Gentile ſhall be broken down, and 


all rae! be ſaved. Happy thoſe who 


live when God does this. They ſhall ce WM 

Satan, like Lightning, fall from Heaven. 
They ſhall not weep, as the Fews did at 
the building of the ſecorfd Temple. No, 


they ſhall rejoicg@with exceeding great Joy; 
for all the tormer Glory of the Chrittian 


* 


Church ſhall be nothing in Compariſon of 4 
that Glory, which ſhall excel; then ſhall þ 


| ; iy 
1 they⸗ 
” 
iS | 


they cry out with 8 of the 
Peaſt, Lord, thou buſt lept thy good Wine un- 
til no. 
_*  Fifebly and laſtly, This ſhews forth. to 
us the Happineſs of that bleſſed State, 
When we ſhall all it together at the Mar- 
riage - Supper of the Lamb, and drink of 
the new Wine in his eternal and glorious 
Kingdom. 
The Rewards which Jeſus Chriſt confers 
on his faithful Servants, and the Comforts - 
of his Love where with he comforts them, 
whilſt Pilgrims here on Earch, are often lo 
exceeding great, that, were it not ſo pro- 
miled, it were almoſt Preſumption for them 
to hope for any Reward hereafter ; but, 
my Brethren, all-the Manifeſtations of God- 
ak we can poſſibly be favoured with here, 
when compared with the Glory that is to be \ 
revealed in us, are no more than a Drop of 1 
Water, when compared with an unbounded 11 
Ocean. Tho? Chriſt frequently fills his Saints | 
eren to the Brim; yet their corruprible 
Bodies weigh down their Souls, and cauſe 
them to cry, Who ſhall deliver us from theſe 
\ Bodies of Death? Theſe carthly Tabernacles 
can hold no more; but, bleſſed be God, 
\ theſe eafrhly Tabernacleware to be diffol- 
ved: This Corruptible is to put on In- 
ee ; this Mortal is to be put on 
EARN Immortality ; and when God ſhall cauſc 
1 N. his Glory to os before us, then jhall 
=. wel 
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of thy Spirit; we have heard 'glorious 


Oh 


Eye hath not ſeen, Ear hath not heard, uei- 


— bath it entred into the Heart of the greateſt 

Saint to concei ve, how Chriſt will ſhew forth N 
his Glory there. 

ried up into the third Heavens, could give 


St. Paul, who was car- 


us little or no Account of it. And well 
he might not; for he heard and ſaw ſuch 


Things as is not poſſible for a Man cloath- 


ed with Fleſh and Blood to utter. Whilſt 
I am thinking, and only ſpeaking of thoſe 


Things unto you, I am almoſt carried be- 

Methinks I now receive ſome 
little Fore-Taſtes of that new Wine, which 

I hope to drink with you in the heavenly 


yond myſelf. 


Kingdom for ever and ever. 
And wherefore do you think I have been 


ſaying theſe Things? Many, perhaps, may 
be ready to ſay, To manifeſt thy -own 
| Vain-Glory. But it is a ſmall Matter 


with me to be judged of Man's Judgment. 
He that judgeth me is the Lord. He 


knows that I have ſpoken of his A 
only for the ſame End for which he pole, f 
led, 0 


pertormed it, and which I at ficſt pro 


* *. 
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tba 


N we cry out, Lord, + we haſt 5 pgs 72 . N 
Wine until now, We have drunk deeply 


B 


} 


Things ſpoken of this thy City, O God; 
but we now find not the Half, not one 
Thouſandth Part hath been told us. 
tbe inviſible Realities of the World of Faith! 


3 %F 
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7 that is, to ſbeu forth his Glory, that you al- 
RTF Jo may be brought to believe on him. 


not in this Plainneſs 'of Speech, but with 
the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom. Did 
I defire to pleaſe natural Men, I need not 


ER Heart aims at nothing elſe than what our 


| 
| - which ought to be theBulineſs of every Go- 
ſpel Miniſter, that is, to point out to you 
the God-Man Chriſt Jeſus. Behold then, by 
_ Faith behold, the Lamb of God, who taketh 
EE away the Sins of the World. Look unto him 
140 and be ſaved. Lou have heard how he has 


to true Believers; and why then, O Sin- 
ners, will you not believe in him? I (ay, 
0 Sinners, for now I have ſpoken to the 
Saints; I have many Things to ſay to you 
i! ll and Oh! may God give you all an hearin 


—_————__ "- 


- Ear, and an obedient Heart! 
My Lord, even the Lord Jeſus, who 
_ Mſbcvcd forth his Glory above 1706 Years 
—_— ago, has made a Marriage-Feaſt, and of- 
fers to eſpouſe all Sinners to himſelf, and 
do make them Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone 
of his Bone. He is willing to be united 
doe you by one Spirit. In cvery Age, at 
ſundry Times, and after divers Os, 
| = : . he 


5 


Did 1 come to preach myſelf, and not ” 


1 preach here in the Wilderneſs. I Hope my. 


Lord's great Fore-runner aimed at, and 


1 maniſeſted, and will yet manifeſt his Glory 


he hath ſent forth his Sl des and they 8 
| have bid many, but yet, my Brethren, there 
is Room. The Lord therefore now has giv» 3 

en a Commiſſion in theſe laſt Days to other 
of his Servants, even to compel poor Sin- 
ners, by the Cords of Love, to come in, | | 
for our Maſter's Houſe muſt and ſhall be 
filled. He will not ſhed his precious Blood 
in vain. Come then, my Brethren, come. | 
to the Marriage. Do not play the Har- 
lot any longer. Let this be the Day of 
your Eſpouſals with Jeſus Chriſt, he only, 8 
is your lawful Husband, he is willing to) 
receive you, tho* other Lords have had Do- 


minion over you. Come then to the Marriages * 
I Behold the Oxen and Fatlings are killed, 
I and all Things are ready, let me hear you | 
I ſay, as Rebecca did, when they asked her, | 


» {| whether ſhe would go and be a Wife to 
© } Iſaac; Oh let me hear you ſay, We will 
come. Indeed you will not repent it, The 
Lord ſhall turn your Water into Wine. 
He ſhall fill your Souls with Marrow and 
Fatneſs, and cauſe you togpraiſe him with 
joyful Lips. Do not an you are miſer- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked, and 
therefore aſhamed to come, for it is to ſuch 
that this Invitation is now ſent. Phe Po- 
lite, the Rich, the Buſy, Self-righteous 
Phariſees of this . have been bid- 
den already, but they have rejected the 
Coupſel of God againſt themſelves. They 
JJ 
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are too deeply hr in going, one to his 
Country Houſe, another to his Merèhan- 
die. They are fo deeply wedded to tbe 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 
that they, as it were with one Conſent, 
have made Excuſe. And tho they. have: 
been often called m their own Synagogues.” 
yet all the Retutn they make is to thruſt us 
out, and thereby in Effect ſay, they will 
not come. But God forbid, my Brethren, 
—_ that you ſhould learn of them; no, ſince 
A our Lord condeſcends to call firſt, (becauſe, 
ii left td yourſelves you would neyer call 
atter him) let me beſeech you to anſwer 
him, as he anſwered you, when called up- 
on by infinite offended Juſtice to die for 
Wn | your Sins, that is, Lo! Fcome to do thy will, 


| 1 O God! What it you are miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, that is no Ex- 
cuſe; Faith is the only Wedding Garment 
AE Chriſt requires. He does nor call you be- 
cCauſe you are already, but becaufe he in- 
dends to mate you Sainte. No, it pities 
Wy. him to ſee 6 He wants to cover 
A you with R ight@uſneſs, In ſifort, he de- 
WE fires to ſhew forth his Glory, that is, his 
free Love, thro? your Faith in him. Not 
but that he will be glorified, whether you 
believe in him or not; for the infinitely: free 
Love of Jeſus Chriſt will be ever the ſame, 
W whether you believe it, and Jo receive it, 
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— — 


or not. But our Lord will not ſend out his 
' Servants in vain, to call you always. The 
Time will come when he will ſay, None 
of thoſe which were: bidden, and would 
not come, ſhall taſte of my Supper. Our 
Lord is a God of Juſtice, as well as a God 
of Love; and if Sinners will not take hold 
of his Golden Sceptre, verily he will bruiſe : 
them with his Iron Rod, It is for ygur 
Sakes, O Sinners, and not his on, 
he thus condeſcends to invite you. Oh ſufſ- 
fer him to ſhew forth his Glory, even the 
Glory of the exceeding Riches of his free 
Grace, by believing on him, For we are Fic vn 
wed by Grace thro Faith. It was Grace, free 
Grace, that moved the Father ſo to love the 
World, as to give his only begotten Son, thap 


| _ whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
5 ' but have everlaſting Life! It was Grace 
that made the Son to come down and die., 
It was Grace, free Grace, that moved the 
* Holy Ghoſt to undertake to ſanctify the 
s || cele& People of God; and it was Grace, 
er | free Grace, that moved our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
e- | to ſend, forth his Miniſters to call all poor 
is | Sinners this Day. Let me not then, my 


ot | + Brethren, go without my Errand. Why will 
ou you not believe in him? Will the Devil do 
ree | ſuch great and good Things for you as Chriſt 
ic, will , No indeed, he will not. Perhaps 
ir, I he may give you to drink at firſt of a litt; 
or „ a brutiß 


* oh 1 1 ; a . ON > ; 1885 
n Pleaſure. Bur what will be give bon 
do drink at laſt ACup'ot Fury, and of trem- 


cho he may cauſe you to drink of the 
Bock in the Way to Heaven, and of the 
Cup of Affliction, yet he ſweetens that 


ace you have been eſpouſed to him? Has 


WE what have you to object? I ſee you are all 
ms filent, and well you may. For if you will 
not be drawn with the Cords of infinite 


HI could urge many Terrors of the Lord to 
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bling; a neyer-dying Worm; a ſelf- con- 
demning Conſetence, and the bitter Pains | 
IF of eternal Death., But as for the Servants [4 
ol ſeſus Chriſt, it is not ſo, with them. No, 

he keeps. his beſt Wine tin the laſt. And 


With a Senſe of his Goodneſs, and makes 
It pleaſant to drink, ſuch as their Souls 
do love. I appeal to the Experience of any 
Saint here preſent, (as I doubt not but 
there are many ſuch in this Field) whether 
Chriſt has. not proved faithful to his, ever 


he not ſhewed forth his Glory ever ſince 
W you believed on him? And now, Sinners, 


* 


And everlaſting Love, What will draw you? 


perſwade you; but if the Love of Jeſus 
WE Chriſt will not conſtrain you, your Cale is 
5 detperate. Remember this Day I have in- 
Wied all, even the worſt of Sinners, the 
moſt abandon'd Adulterers and Adultereſ- 
Wiſes, to be married to the Lord Jefus., It 


4 1 
j 1 
. of 
ö ; ts 
9 G - 
- / "x . \ 
4 l * 
* © ©" RR bil 
1 


o periſn, rememher you do not Peu . 
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Lack of Inyitation. You yourſelves ſhall 
ſang forth at the laſt Day; and I here give 


vou a Summons to meet me at theJudgment 
Seat of Chriſt, and to-clear both my Ma- 


ſter and me, Would Weeping, would Tears 
prevail on you, I could wiſh my. Head 
Waters, and my Eyes Fountains of Tears, 
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for Fhatever others may boaſt of Man's Free- 
ack | en ey „„ Will, 


that. I might weep out every Argument, 
and melt you into Love. Would any Thing 


I could do or ſuffer influence your Heatts, 0 


I think I could bear to pluck out my Eyes, 


or even to lay down my Life for your 


Sake. Or was I ſure to prevail on you by 
Importunity, I could continue my Diſcourſe 
till Midnight. I would wreſtle with you 
even till the Morning-Watch, as Jacob did 
with the Angel, and would not go away 
till I had overcome. But ſuch Power bes 


longeth only unto the Lord; I can only in- 


ite; it is he only can work in you both 

to will and to do after his good Pleaſure, 
t is his Property to take away the Heart of 
Stone, and give you a Heart of Fleſh ; it is 


is Spirit that muſt convince you of Un- 
eliet, and of the everlaſting Righteouſ- 
eſs of his dear Son. Tis he alone muſt a 


ive Faith to apply his Righteouſneſs to 
our Hearts. It is he alone can give you 


own and drink new Wine in his Kingdom. 
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Wedding: Garment, and cauſe you to ſit 


7 4 % "wit 1 Eby no Eier- Wil any one bath = 
except a Free- Will to do Evil continually, WWE 
4s to Spirituals we are quite dead, and . 
no more Power to turn to God of ourſelves, | 
than Lazarus had to raiſe himſelf, aftef he 
had lien ſtinking in the Grave four Days. 
If thou canſt go, Oh Man, and breathe 
1 n all the dry Bones that lye in the 
178 Graves, and bid them live; if thou canſt 
; take thy Mantle and divide yonder River, 
as Elijah did the River Jordan, then will we ; 
believe thou haſt a Power to turn to God 
of thyſelf, But as thou muſt deſpair of th 
one, ſo thou muſt deſpair of the other, with 
out Chriſt's preventing and : quickenin 
Grace. In him is thy only Help. Fly to hin 
then by Faith, Say unto him, as the poof 
*Leper did, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make | 
"us willing; and he will ſtretch forth thai 
1 of his Power to aſſiſt and rei 
lieve yon: He will ſweetly guide you b 
his Wiſdom on Earth, and afterwards tak 
you. up to partake of his Glory in Heaven 
To his Mercy therefore and Almightf 
Protection, do I earneſily,. humbly an 
1 affettionately commit you. 
Tord bleſs you and keep yu. 7% : 

Tord lift up the Light of his ble 
Countenauce upon you, and give 1 
Peace and Foy in Belleving, 1 
aud x34 evermore, _* 2 
99 Tt, N 45 8 
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